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Speech by Prof S.K. Chou, President, The Institution of Engineers, 

Singapore, at the 47th IES Annual Dinner on Wednesday, 27 

November 2013 at the Padang and Collyer Ballroom, Raffles City 

Convention Centre 

 

Our Guest-of-Honour, Mr. Heng Swee Keat, Minister for Education; 

Distinguished Guests; 

Members of IES; 

Fellow Engineers; 

Ladies and Gentlemen; 

  

1. Good evening. I am delighted to welcome you to the 47th 

Annual Dinner of The Institution of Engineers, Singapore or IES. It is 

a pleasure to have you join us this evening as we celebrate another 

year of bountiful returns. On behalf of the IES Council, I would like 

to thank Minister Heng Swee Keat for gracing the dinner as our 

Guest-of-Honour.  

 

2. IES was set up in 1966, a year after Singapore’s independence, 

as a society to represent the interests of local engineers and 

establish the professional status of engineers. In its early years, in 

tandem with the infrastructural needs of a developing nation, IES 

had mainly civil, mechanical and electrical engineers as its members. 

 

3. Today, IES is a society comprising engineers from a growing 

number of diverse disciplines. Engineers join IES because we have 

kept pace with the development of our industry and the profession. 
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IES strives to bring value to the membership through initiatives and 

programmes that inform technological change, deepen skills and 

professional preparedness to meet challenges of our growing 

economy, strengthen networks for professional interactions, and 

create opportunities for collaboration at home and abroad. .  

 

4. IES has grown from strength to strength with the strong 

commitment and contributions of our members. Over the years, 

many have selflessly given time and energy to help IES roll out 

initiatives and achieve one milestone after another.  In the process, 

they have  helped raise the profile of IES and engineering standards 

in Singapore.  

 

5. The past year was no different. With the support of IES 

members, our industry partners and government agencies, we have 

been able to make  significant progress in our goals. Allow me to 

share some of them with you now.  

 

6. For the first time in the history of IES, we played host to an 

international gathering of more than 1,000 engineers and industry 

professionals at the inaugural World Engineers Summit or WES 2013.  

WES 2013 was conceived as a global platform for engineers to 

address the crucial issue of climate change. The event brought 

together prominent local and international thought leaders from 

industry, academia and government under the theme of “Innovative 

and Sustainable Solutions to Climate Change”. Participants came 

away from the Summit with a renewed sense of purpose for 

engineering, and a pledge to commit to future action to ensure a 

sustainable earth for generations to come. 

 



3 

 

7. As inspiring the next generation of engineers has always been 

our objective, IES also organised the Young Engineers Day in 

conjunction with WES. By participating in a friendly competition with 

peers across the globe and other exciting activities, hundreds of 

youths got the chance to start thinking about and developing 

innovative solutions to alleviate the impact of climate change to the 

planet they will be inheriting.  

 

8. In the year, IES also worked with PUB, the national water 

agency and other industry bodies, to jointly launch the Handbook 

on Managing Urban Runoff and the Active, Beautiful, Clean Waters, 

or ABC Waters Professional Registry. The valuable guide serves to 

provide industry professionals with resources in the design and 

development of effective storm-water management systems while 

the registry will support efforts to strengthen industry knowledge 

and capability, and develop a pool of experts in ABC Waters design. 

 

9. More recently, just two months ago, IES unveiled an exciting 

initiative that will have an industry-wide impact - The ‘Chartered 

Engineer’ programme. This is an accreditation programme that aims 

to recognise the professional competence of engineers and promote 

engineering standards, thereby benefiting the diverse sectors of our 

economy.  

 

10. The IES Building Redevelopment Project has also been taking 

very good shape in the year. Since the groundbreaking ceremony in 

December last year, IES has spared no effort in moving this project 

forward, from raising funds to employing green practices in 

construction to building a new annex for our members. Standing 

just next to the current IES building at Bukit Tinggi, the new building 
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will host new training facilities to cater to current and future 

professional development needs; as well as space for committee 

work and events to promote interactions amongst our growing base 

of members. 

 

11. As we make good progress in the building redevelopment 

works, we are still actively seeking sponsorship and contributions to 

help meet our funding targets. So I would like to take this 

opportunity to make a heartfelt call to all members and friends out 

there to contribute generously to the IES Building Fund.  

 

12. On this memorable evening, I would also like to highlight a few 

new initiatives that IES has lined up for the engineering community.  

 

13. To begin, we will be officially launching four new chapters, 

namely, the Chemical and Process Engineering Chapter, the 

Environmental Engineering Chapter, the Marine Engineering Chapter 

and the Systems Engineering Chapter, to support and strengthen 

the growth of these key engineering disciplines. The Chapters will 

develop critical mass to support professional development 

programmes and help engineers in these fields achieve higher 

competency standard locally and globally.  

 

14. To expand our reach in nurturing future engineers, we will be 

signing an MoU with the Singapore Institute of Technology (SIT) and 

the Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD) to set up 

the IES-SIT Student Chapter and the IES-SUTD Student Chapter. IES 

will provide the student chapters with funding for activities and a 

platform to link up with industry professionals so that these 

engineers-to-be can have a head-start in their engineering career. 
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15. Going forward, there is certainly room for IES to work even 

more closely with the engineering community, government and our 

international alliances as we enhance our efforts to serve our 

members and the community. 

 

16. I am very excited that Minister Heng Swee Keat has agreed to 

join us tonight, as education plays a crucial role in Singapore’s 

economic development. Singapore needs bright young minds to 

take up engineering as a career. IES is committed to working with 

schools, institutions of higher learning and government agencies to 

refresh and enhance our engineering education, and to enthuse the 

younger generation to take an active interest in engineering. 

 

16. Before I end my speech, I would like to congratulate the 13 

outstanding engineering students from National University of 

Singapore (NUS) and Nanyang Technological University (NTU) who 

will be receiving the IES Gold Medal, the top Electronics Engineering 

graduate of UniSIM who will be awarded a cash prize, and two 

selected engineering students who will receive the IES-Yayasan 

Mendaki Scholarship.  It is hoped that your achievement will serve to 

inspire others.  

 

17. Once again, I would like to thank Minister Heng Swee Keat for 

spending some of his precious time with us this evening. I would 

also like to thank our partners, sponsors, Council Members, IES 

Committee Members and the IES Secretariat for another fruitful year, 

and for making this event possible.  
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18. Thank you everyone, for your presence tonight. I wish you all a 

wonderful evening ahead. 

 

 


